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Press Release
For immediate release:
Jewish Synagogue Seatholder records go online.

TheGenealogist has released online 99,500 records of London synagogue seat-holders
spanning the years from 1920 to 1939.

e Covering the records from 18 Synagogues around London with many connected
guilds, societies and charities etc.

e Additional information found in these records include names of gentlemen eligible for
office, life member of the council, women who are seatholders in their own right and
seatholders who are not eligible to vote.

e Fully searchable by name, keyword, synagogue and address, the Jewish Synagogue
Seatholders has been extracted from various years of: "Seatholders for Synagogues
in London”

Those with Jewish ancestors from London will welcome this fascinating new release from
TheGenealogist. Revealing details of positions held by forebears, researchers will be able to
track ancestors who became wardens, council members, or served on committees of their
synagogue, as well as seatholders in synagogues from around the capital city. These fully
indexed records allow family historians to search by name, keyword, synagogue and
address and with one click see an image taken from the pages of Seatholders for
Synagogues in London.

The records include some synagogues that are no longer in existence; for example the
Great Synagogue that once stood at Duke’s Place and which was destroyed in the Blitz.

Nigel Bayley, MD of TheGenealogist said: “These records will allow you to search for Jewish
relatives amongst the London synagogue seatholders, it is now easier than ever to discover

any official positions that your jewish ancestor held.”

An example follows below...
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Example:

Lionel Nathan de Rothschild, OBE (25 January 1882 — 28 January 1942) can be found in
these records. De Rothschild was an English banker and a Conservative politician who was
well known as the creator of Exbury Gardens near the New Forest in Hampshire. He was the
eldest of the three sons of Leopold de Rothschild (1845-1917) and Marie née Perugia
(1862-1937) and a part of the illustrious Rothschild banking family of England.

On 25 January 1910 he was elected to the House of Commons for the constituency of
Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire - his grandfather and namesake had been the first practicing

Jew to be able to take up his seat in Parliament.

Exbury House from wikipedia

His father, Leopold, died in early 1917 and Lionel and brother Anthony became the
managing partners of N M Rothschild & Sons bank. However, Lionel de Rothschild had
developed an interest in horticulture at a very young age and is said to have planted his first
garden at the age of five. In 1919, he purchased the Mitford estate at Exbury in Hampshire
where he devoted a great deal of time and money to transform it into one of the finest
gardens in all of England with more than one million plants building Exbury House around an
existing structure in a neo-Georgian style. Although he continued to work at the family bank,
he is quoted as describing himself as "a banker by hobby — a gardener by profession".
Lionel Nathan de Rothschild died in London, aged sixty, in 1942 and was buried in the

Willesden Jewish Cemetery.



Logging into TheGenealogist and selecting Jewish Synagogue Seatholders from the
dropdown menu, we enter Lionel as a forename and De Rothschild as the surname. We can
filter the results by date. This returns us several positions that De Rothschild held in three
different synagogues in London, including the Warden of the Great Synagogue that once
stood in Duke’s Place, north of Aldgate, until it was destroyed in the London Blitz. We can
also see that he was the President of the United Synagogue in North Finchley. Selecting that
record allows us to view the actual image of the page from the Seatholders for Synagogues

in London 1920.

Miscellaneous » Jewish Seatholders » Full

Forename Lionel

Surname De Rothschild

Synagogue United Synagogue

Address St James's Place, Aldgate, E.C.3.
Position President

Date April 1920



Ssaer noys pp
UNITED SYNAGOGUE.

R o B g e

Presivent.
Major LIONEL pe ROTHRCHILD, O.B.E, M.P.

Dice=Presipents,
ALBERT M. WOOLF, Esq., 0.B.E. | Sk ROBERT WALEY COHEN, ©.BE

TreaBurers.
®. H. EMANUEL, Esg, K.C. | F.D. BENJAMIN, Esq.
Geerscers of the Poor.
N. B, LUCAS, Esq. [ SAMUEL MOSES, Lag,
Treasurers of the Burlal Seclety.
ARTHUR L. LAZARUS, BEsg. | J. PRAG, Esq, J.P.

*.® Gentlemen holding the above-mentioned offices are Honorary Oficars of the Untted
Synagogue in accordance with the Schome to the Unlied Synagogae Act.

Treasurers of the Beauests and Trusts Fund and Fewish Inatitute.
N. 8. LUCAS, Esq. |  SAMUEL MOSES, Esq.

Chattman of the MBullving Tommittee.
Maror I. SALMON, C.B.E., L.C.C,

Chatrman Misitation Committec.
8. H. EMANUEL, Hsq, K.O.

Treasurer of the Visitation Fund.,
ERNEST L. PRANKLIN, Esq., J.P.

Chaicman of the Heaaclate Sonagogue Committee.
S ROBERT WALEY COHEN, K.B.E.

Chatrman of the MBoard of Management of the JBeth Thamebrash and Jowiab Jnatitute,
BAMUEL MOSES, E&q.

Chairman of the Jewish TMelfare Committce.
De. I. FELDMAN.

Beputy Secvetare.—Me, PHILIP GOLDBERG,
Hesietant Becretany.. -Me. A. HENBIQUES VALENTINE.
Clerhe.~—MEussRe, B, SAMUEL, A LA, P. HARRIE, J. ISAACS,

Serton of the Burial Doclety.—Mpr, . FRIFNLANDER.
Hegistant Serton, —AMp., JOHN TSAACS,
Clech to the MBurial Society.— Mr, JOSHATA TRAACS,

—_—

Offices.
5T. JAMES'S PLACE. ALDGATE. EC. 3




