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Where were they in 1851? – Mapping Your Ancestors’ in the
Census

For the first time, you can now pin down your ancestors in 1851!

TheGenealogist’s latest release makes it easy to locate an ancestor geographically in the
1851 census. With a choice of historical and modern georeferenced maps, this welcome
development makes it simple to explore the place where your ancestors lived and discover
their surroundings.

Census records have always been a staple resource for family historians. With the
particulars of the street or road name, researchers will often turn to a modern map to see if
they can locate where their forebears lived. This, however, can be fraught with difficulties if
the road name changed over the years or the area was redeveloped. Thus, TheGenealogist
has been working through its census collection, linking the records to the detailed map
collections on its Map Explorer™.

The 1851 Census of Edinburgh linked to Map Explorer™ locating Howard Place, the family home of novelist
Robert Louis Stevenson

● The 1851 census now joins the ranks of other key censuses (1861, 1871, 1881,
1891, 1901, 1911, and the 1939 Register) already integrated with the innovative Map
Explorer™.

● With just a click of a button, researchers can pin their forebears’ residences down to
a parish, street or building and trace the routes they would have taken to visit local

https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk


shops, pubs, churches, workplaces, and parks.

● Historical maps reveal the location of major roads and the nearest railway stations,
shedding light on how our ancestors would have travelled to other parts of the
country to work, visit relatives or their hometowns.

With this latest release, subscribers of TheGenealogist can now explore their ancestors’
neighbourhood in 1851, making it easier to uncover hidden stories and discover connections
to family that lived nearby.

For those family historians on the move, TheGenealogist allows you to trace your forebears’
footprints while walking down modern streets using their “Locate me” feature. Imagine
retracing your ancestors’ steps and discovering the places that they had frequented!

When viewing a household record from the 1851 census on TheGenealogist, you’ll now see
a map indicating where your ancestor was during the night of the census. Clicking on this
map seamlessly loads the location in Map Explorer™, enabling you to explore the area.

Read TheGenealogist’s feature article where the 1851 census locates the Edinburgh house
where a famous author was born:
https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/featuredarticles/2024/a-leading-light-on-the-map-of-the-18
51-census-7470/

About TheGenealogist

TheGenealogist is an award-winning online family history website, who put a wealth of information at the
fingertips of family historians. Their approach is to bring hard to use physical records to life online with easy to
use interfaces such as their Tithe and newly released Lloyd George Domesday collections.

TheGenealogist’s innovative SmartSearch technology links records together to help you find your ancestors
more easily. TheGenealogist is one of the leading providers of online family history records. Along with the
standard Birth, Marriage, Death and Census records, they also have significant collections of Parish and
Nonconformist records, PCC Will Records, Irish Records, Military records, Occupations, Newspaper record
collections amongst many others.

TheGenealogist uses the latest technology to help you bring your family history to life. Use TheGenealogist to
find your ancestors today!
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